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By this fyftem, the country at the extremity of three hundred 
and fixty miles, would deliver goods at Philadelphia for twenty- 
one (hillings and eight-pence ; which is the fame as paid at the 
diftance of one hundred miles ; to which the land-carriage to the 
canal muft be added. But as fuch a fyftem would open a market 
to the remote country, every acre of ground within reach of the 

* This being within the limits of land-carriage, the tonnage mull now begin to 
decreafe as the boating is increafed. 

f If the boats return without back-carriage, the expence of boating, which on the three 
hundred and fixty miles is fix {hillings, mult be deducted from the tolls; and in proportion, 
on the various parts of the canal, 
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canal would become tnore valuable, and the carriage to the canal 
muft be borne for fome years. But as population increafed, and 
the tonnage on the main line became produ6tive, lateral branches 
would be cut from the canal, and thus further improve the coun- 
try j the tonnage on fuch branches being proportioned as before 
ftated, according to the diftance from the city. 

The carriage on fuch canal would confequently be immenfe; 
for, as I before ftated, it would accommodate a country three hun- 
dred and fixty miles long, fifty miles wide, in the main, contain- 
ing eighteen thoufand fquare miles, or eleven million five hundred 
and twenty thoufand acres. If, by further improvement, I allow 
that only every fiftieth acre will produce one ton of carriage per 
annum, the amount would be two hundred and thirty thoufand four 
hundred tons ; which appears, by averaging the preceding tonnage, 
would coft fifteen lliilllngc per ton, in tolls to the canal, amount- 
ing to 172,8001. per annum, in order to conftruft further canal; 
a fum adequate to forming, perhaps eighty or one hundred miles 
per year : having arrived at fuch a length, it is evident canals 
would increafe with aftonifhing rapidity, and produce convenien- 
cies, even beyond the limits of calculation ; for it muft be obfer- 
ved, and ftrifrly adhered to, that by canals you may equalize the 
carriage of the near and remote country, as before exhibited by 
the mode of regulating the boating with the tonnage, in proportion 
to the extent; inafmuch as that a ton of goods may be carried 
three hundred and fixty miles for il. is. 8d. Yet, was I to extend 
the idea to a ftill more diftant diftrict, by reducing the tonnage as 
the boating increafed, till the tolls were annihilated, and the boat- 
ing amounted to il. is. 8d. ; a ton of goods might be boated 
thirteen hundred miles for that fum ; yet a ton could not be 
waggoned the fame diftance for lefs than 3 81. 10s. fo great is the 
difparity between land and water-carriage. 


Hence 



